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THE DISPATCH
A monthly journal of WCWA news

Upcoming Events…
July 12, Cheney Parade

July 12, General Board Meeting
Snohomish G.A.R. Cemetery Hall
July 19-20, Battle of Snohomish

August 9-10, Battle of Hovander Farm, 
Ferndale, Wa

August 16, General Board Meeting
Snohomish

September 13, General Board Meeting 
and Echoes of Blue and Gray

Hovander 
Farms

In Ferndale

August 9-10th

Save the Date!

Be informed, please read minutes:   

The Board voted to ban all 
personal firearms at all WCWA 

events. 

Also, any dog at a WCWA event 
must be on a leash or in a kennel at 

all times. This is a 
contractual requirement of all parks 

hosting our events.

The War Between the States 

Snohomish Rivertown
July 19th and 20th
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Snohomish Rivertown July 19th and 20th

We have a new location, still on Harvey property but camps will have shade, a large 
battlefield and secure close re-enactor parking.  Potable water, port-a-potties, trash and 
firewood provided.

Come to an all re-enactor chicken barbeque dinner at the Saturday evening dance (served 
by the 76th Pennsylvania, US Medical Unit and Miss Bonnie Starr).  The dinner is $3.00 
per person and includes a raffle ticket for wonderful gifts to be given  away during the 
dance.  (Of course you must be present to win)

Campers will be allowed to set up on Friday noon July 19th and we are welcome to stay 
over Sunday night.  Final check-out time is Monday, July 21st by noon.  All vehicles must 
be removed from the camp area by 7:00am on Saturday.  Vehicles may enter camp area 
after 7:00pm Saturday for emergency arrivals or departures.

Sutlers will be allowed to enter on Wednesday afternoon for set-up.  Please contact Norm 
Harriman (norm@tstitches.com) if you want to have a sutlery.

Registration will begin on Friday at 1:00 and will be located near the entrance to the event 
site.  Modern camp is located adjacent to reenactor parking.  Remember to fill in fire pits, 
and throw away all trash when breaking camp.
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Event Schedule

Friday, July 18th
1:00pm Registration………………………….Parking Lot entrance

Saturday, July 19th
7:00am Vehicles out of camp

Registration………………………….Brigade Headquarters
9:00am Morning Parade

Camps open to the public
9:30am Guided tours of Confederate and Union Camps

Meet at the Stage near sutlers
10:00am The Freedom Quilt (lecture)………..Stage
10:30am Artillery Demonstration…………….Battlefield
11:00am Morning Battle………………………Battlefield
12:30pm Hospital Demonstrations…………...Medical Units
1:00pm Clothing of the time (Style Show)…..Stage
2:00pm Puppet Drama……………………….Stage
2:30pm Cavalry Demonstration…………….Battlefield
3:00pm Afternoon Battle…………………….Battlefield
4:30pm Hospital Demonstrations…………...Medical Units
5:00pm Camps Close to Public
6:30pm Dance and BBQ……………………..Stage

Sunday, July 20th
9:00am Morning Parade

Camps open to the public
9:30am Church Services……………………

Confederate…………………..Camp Flagpole
Union………………………….Medical Unit

10:30am Artillery Demonstration…………….Battlefield
11:00am Morning Battle………………………Battlefield
12:30pm Hospital Demonstrations…………...Medical Units
1:00pm Freedom Quilt (Lecture)………..…..Stage
1:30pm Puppet Drama……………………….Stage
2:00pm Afternoon Battle…………………….Battlefield
3:00pm Close to Public
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Confessions of Lady Blue Bonnet………………..   

First of all, I would like to let all of you that I have the highest respect for the men and 
women of the north. I very much enjoy my persona as a spy and hope that in the future we 
(the USA & CSA) can work together more with the scenarios of spies. The following is a true 
story at Port Gamble.

I, Lucile B, after this horrid war broke out didn’t wish to stay at home waiting for 
Isaac to come back to me. I wanted to help end the war, so I became a spy for the South. My 
first mission was to gather some information about the troops from the sharpshooters, the 7th

Wisconsin and the 3rd MI. The task was a simple one, and I attained the information with 
simple fact that I am a lady. When I was sewing the information up so that it could be 

concealed, I was caught by the 3rd MI. They took the information from me and scolded 
me as well as escorted me, out of the camp ordering me never to return (the usual punishment 
for women spies).

That evening Capt. Blackford gave me a new mission, that would surpass all 
my missions before. He asked me to acquire cloth Port Gamble map of the battle field. The 
map was said to be on Colonel Saylor’s deck at the Union headquarters.

I visited the Union camp once again, during the most busiest time (tour time). I 
watched the headquarters from afar, the col. & another gentleman were there. I waited for 20 
minutes and they still did not leave! I decided that I must take a new approach. With three 
other young ladies, I strolled up and met the Colonel at his headquarters (a real gentleman, 
I must say). In speaking with him I learned that the maps were now in the hands of the 
mapmaker in the 20th ME.

I failed my mission, I thought, for they were now, who-knows-where…no, I am 
a southern lady and I will not give up this easily. I wandered around camp until I arrived 
at the 20th ME camp, where I was directed to the mapmaker. He was showing a new recruit 
(a spectator) boy how to shoot a musket. When he learned a lady wished to have a word with 
him, he stopped his endeavor and turned his attention to me. I asked him about these maps 
that I had heard about and if he would please let me glance at them. The gentleman was only 
too happy to oblige, he pulled out the maps and laid them out for me to see. The mapmaker 
then turned back to his new recruit, leaving me unwatched with the maps. For two seconds I 
hated this task I was counted on to perform, for this Yankee was a real gentleman who must 
have been brought up to trust and respect ladies. I had to remind myself that for now he and 
the Union were the enemies and I was like Obadiah in Jezebel’s castle. Without anymore 
thought I carefully rolled up the map and headed out of camp. It took all my breeding not to 
break out into a dead run! My heart beat wildly with every step, for I was sure if a cannon 
were to go off in the distance, my heart would surely fail me! Higher and higher I climbed up 
the hill until at last, the safety of my own people. My mission was a success! The 

Confederates shall surely win the war soon.
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Civil War Era Tidbits

Civil War Era Humor courtesy of Aha! Jokes.com

The following are supposedly true definitions, sto-
ries, and terms relating to the Civil War.

BIGGEST MAN... The biggest man in the Union 
Army was Capt. David Van Buskirk of the 27th 
Indiana Regiment who stood 6 feet 11 inches and 
weighed 380 pounds. He was captured in 1862 and 
was sent to a Richmond Prison where a Confederate 
entrepreneur put him on exhibit. Even Confederate 
President Jeff Davis came to see him and was as-
tounded when the impish Van Buskirk claimed that 
back home in Bloomington Indiana, "when I was at 
the train station with my company , my six sisters 
came to say goodbye. As I was standing there, with 
my company, they all came up to me, leaned down 
and kissed me on top of the head." 

LETTER HOME... A young soldier left home to 
join the army. He told his girl friend that he would 
write every day. After about six months, he received 
a letter from his girlfriend that she was marrying 
someone else. He wrote home to his family to find 
out who she married. The family wrote back and 
told him. It was the .... mailman. 

KINDNESS... Treated kindly, a soldier responds 
with kindness. Treated kindly, a citizen responds 
with treason. 

COFFIN...a coffin was called a wooden overcoat.

GREY UNIFORM...After the war, a former Con-
federate Office, who violated the city ordinance 
against wearing a grey uniform in public, was ar-
rested and put in jail.  He broke the law because he 
did not own another suit.  A former Union Officer 
asked for and received permission from the sherrif 
to share the cell; remaining there until public opin-
ion forced the one time Rebel’s release with repeal 
of the law.

NO HONOR...During a battle, a Captain observed 
that one of the soldiers in his regiment was not 
shooting at an enemy soldier that had dropped his 
musket and was running away.  When the battle 
was over the captain sought out the soldier and 
asked him why he did not shoot at the retreating 
enemy soldier.  He replied, “What that soldier de-
cided to run away, he marked himself as a coward 
and has to live with the decision all his life.  If I had 
shot him, I would have shortened his burden and 
also there is no honor is shooting a man that is not 
facing you”. 

CANNONBALL….A whistling cannon ball can 
dampen a soldiers courage.

COWARD...A Confederate expression used to ex-
press a coward,  “He developed a case of Yankee 
chills”.

WAXED MUSTACHE….A soldier that had no re-
spect for his commanding officer who wore a 
waxed mustache, would shout to him “take those 
mice out of your mouth, I can see their tails hang-
ing out.”

FOG OF WAR….A term used to describe a sense 
of confusion that seems to overtake a Commander 
at the commencement of a battle.

SLIPPERY BACON….Bacon that is so rotten, it is 
only use would  be to start a fire with.

BATHROOM….Although not listed in the rules of 
war, soldiers on both sides did not shoot at the en-
emy when he was going to the bathroom.

BAYONET….A soldier had lost his bayonet and 
whittled one from wood so he could stand inspec-
tion.  He was hoping not to be discovered until the 
regiment had gone into battle where he could pick 
up one from a dead soldier.  At an inspection, an 
officer asked to see his bayonet.  The soldier stated 
“Sir, I promised my father I would never unsheathe 
my bayonet unless I intended to kill with it.”  The 
Officer insisted he hand over the bayonet.  Taking it 
out, the Soldier looked skyward and declared, “May 
the Lord change this bayonet to wood for breaking 
my vow.”
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Snohomish Event will be different from the Pt. 
Gamble in scripted and unscripted scenarios. Bruce 
Wickler was in hospital but is now at home. 
Everything looks good but  there has been no 
official report given. Our prayers and thoughts go 
out to Bruce and his family for a full recovery. 
Civilian Reports 
Union-Cindy requests that commanders/Civilian 
Reps. let her know how many  Civilians will be at 
each event at least a week prior to the event. This 
will ensure that enough space has been set aside for 
the Civilians Camp.  Also please send emails for 
your unit reps. and the civilians in your  unit whom 
would need camping space. Space is at a premium 
especially for  Pt. Gamble event. Thank you, Cindy. 
Confederate- The Confederate civilians have many 
scenarios planned for the  Pt. Gamble event. They 
are looking forward to attending this event and the 
scenarios they will be performing. A new family 
joined in Spokane. 
Event Planning 
Applications for 2009 calendar of events are due in 
September.  Surveys have not been tallied yet but 
will be in July or August dispatch. 

Lewis and Clark Event-Mike Heino of 2nd 
Sharpshooters has offered to be  the event 
coordinator. This will be his lst time as an Event 
Coordinator.  If willing to help with this event, 
please email him at mheino21c@msn.com  or call 
him at 503-366-3705. Your help and suggestions 
would be greatly  appreciated. 
Membership- The WCWA membership is 644 at 
this time.  Union-327     Confederate-305 
                 Sutlers/Honorary-12 
Publicity-Pt. Gamble signs are up and the event is 
being well-advertised.  Any leftover WCWA 
merchandise will be back on sale via internet and 
when  possible at events.  Brochures and a one page 
pamphlet on the WCWA will be available to give 
out  to the public. Tom has made a FAQ on WCWA 
and it is available to  interested parties on the 
website. Thank you Tom. It was well done. There 
will be FAQs to hand out to the public at events. 
Specifics about units  will be made available and 
given to the Sutlers so interested people can 
find the items they need quickly and efficiently for 
their chosen unit. 

MINUTES
FROM THE

SECRETARY —

WCWA 
Board of Directors/Membership  Meeting

May 14, 2008
Snohomish, ( GAR Cemetery ), Washington

CALL TO ORDER-10:10 
Administrative Absentees-Ted Sayler, Cindy 
Strutton 
Union Absentees-lst Michigan, lst US Cavalry,28th 
Mass. and Army of  Fife/Drum Corp. 
Confederate Absentees- lst Louisiana, 14th 
Virginia Cavalry, 21st North  Carolina, and 15th 
Alabama. 
Secretary's Report-Correction was made to The 
motion approved by the WCWA under Insurance 
Issues. The Board voted to ban all personal 
*modern*  firearms at all events. *Indicates word 
that hadn't been in original  minutes for May. 
Correction made and minutes then approved. 
Treasurer's Report-Handed out to those present at 
mtg. Beginning Income-$10,823.99. 
Total Expenses-$ll,703.28. Carryover-$7,ll2.99. Net 
Income- -$1,416.28.  Cash on Hand $9,407.71. 
Stipend sheet was handed out at the meeting too. 
Net Income ok and there were quite a few expenses 
to be paid out for  Pt.Gamble. Some information on 
the Spokane Event is still pending.  
Grants-$l00 from Mosby has been given to the 
Union Brigade. 15th Alabama  gave the WCWA 
$300 to help with insurance cost for the Ferndale 
Event. 
Thank you 15th Alabama. There is money for 
newsletter printing for this year. 
Brigade Commander Reports 
Union-Ted is looking forward to seeing everyone at 
Pt. Gamble. 
Confederate- Great time had in Spokane. The 
interaction was good between camps but it is still a 
work in progress. The scenarios were well-received. 
They are looking forward to Pt. Gamble. There will 
probably  be less unscripted scenarios at Pt. Gamble. 
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Risk/Insurance- Feasibility of being in period dress 
and always staying in  camp not as a member but as a 
guest(s) of a member. Tom will be asking  David 
about this issue and more information will be 
forthcoming. 
WebPage-Heather will be resigning as webmistress. 
Pete L is interested in  this position and may take over 
as Webmaster for WCWA. 
Old Business 
By-Laws- Tom is looking over the suggested revi-
sions and will share them with the club via dispatch 
later. 
GAR-WCWA Website-GAR will be able to use 
WCWA website. Motion was made  last mtg., 
restated this mtg. and was approved by Board. 
Animal Drawn Conveyance Test-No response was 
forthcoming from Cavalry so  the By-Laws will have 
a reference to test. Safety Procedures will be the 
next step. 
New Business 
Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition- Tom and Rusty 
will be working with  Marjorie on this event 
scheduled for Sept. 17-20, 2009. Where this event 
will be held is still pending. A letter has been sent to 
Mayor of Seattle  for help. 12 organizations are 
working together on this event. This event  will be 
held during Federal Constitution Week. Free Booklets 
on the  Constitution are in the packets. This will be a 
Living History type of event. Hopefully it will be held 
at a place in the Seattle Metropolitan area. Their 
website is www.aype.org for more information on all 
events happening at this time. The WCWA will 
continue to be a part of the planning of this regional 
event. 
Event Registration 
There has been some difficulty as the registration ta-
ble. Some have not  paid and did not register with the 
WCWA for the current year. The people  at the regis-
tration table have been given a hard time from these 
non-current members. This is a reminder to Com-
manders/Civilian Leaders that if you vouch for these 
non-current members, legally speaking you  could be 
held liable just like the board if these non-current 
members decide to sue the club. A group will be des-
ignated to escort these  non-current members to the 
gate if need be. The registration lists at the events is 
always up-to-date. A military roster will be given to 
the battalion commanders prior to the event or at the 
event. The Battalions will be asked to keep track by 

calling out names at morning parade or by 
confirming unit members at event through the unit 
commander before parade. The problem will be 
those members whom are stragglers and show up 
later. Hierarchy for the registration confirmation at 
event for stragglers is:
1-Unit Commanders, 
2. Battalion Commanders. 
Thank you for your help in this liability insurance 
issue. Any questions, talk to Battalion, Tom, 
Cindy, or Howard. 
Reminder: 
Unit Commanders please make sure that your 
unit members have cleaned up their campsite 
before exiting or leaving the event. If there is 
any 
problems let the event coordinator know. 
Usually happens if members leave early, at 
night or before an event is officially over. Any 
questions, talk to your Battalion or Howard. 
Past Events 
Ft.Simcoe -Bruce Frazier and Glen Allisonshould 
be commended for their work on this event. 
Everyone had a great time by those whom 
attended. There were enough people for 4 
skirmishes. Participants were able to shoot 
from the historic buildings. They slept in the Block 
Houses. Here is an email address if you would like 
to see the photos and read the articles on this 
event. http://www.yakima-herald.com/
stories/4772 . 
Ft.Lewis-Thank you to all whom attended this 
event. The Cavalry was a huge 
draw. There were participants from both the North 
and South (military and civilian) . Thanks to the 
artillery and navy for their contributions to this 
event too. There were enough participants so a 
battle was held. The Cavalry also demonstrated a 
sabre drill. The demonstrations and the Battle were 

Classified Ads
Submit your ad and let the Dispatch work for 

you. This is a free service for WCWA
members. Ads will be run for 4 months then 
removed. If the item sells before that or you 
wish to run your ad for another 4 months, 

contact the Editor.
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WCWA Mailing
Address:

P.O. Box 5667
Lynnwood, WA 

98046

WCWA Website
Address:

www.wcwa.net

Reciprocity
Organizations:

Northwest Civil 
War Council 

(NCWC)
www.nwcwc.org

Reenactors of 
the American 

Civil War 
(RACW)

www.racw.org

Idaho Civil War
Volunteers 

(ICWV)
http://

geocities.com/
icwv

Administrative Board (Elected Officers)
Chair Tom Peloquin 360-659-4995 rebgunner@hotmail.com
Vice Chair Howard Struve 360-874-8548 hstruve@nwinet.com
Secretary Sandy Burwell 425-357-8159 burwellsandy@comcast.net
Treasurer Cindy Easterson 425-876-1055 eastersonfamily@msn.com

Administrative Assistants (appointed positions)
Insurance Coordinator David Imburgia 425-733-2663 dvimb1@aol.com
Newsletter Coordinator Heidi Curnutt 425-316.8775 gardeniapassion@yahoo.com
Publicity Coordinator Bonnie Starr 425-743-9851 majfstarr@aol.com
Recruiting Tom Peloquin 360-659-4995 rebgunner@hotmail.com
Sutler Coordinator Norm Harriman 360-966-5132 norm@tstitches.com
Web mistress Heather Sturgill 503-357-1861 hsturgill@hotmail.com

Confederate Representatives (voting General Board consists of full strength company representatives)
Battalion Commander Col. Frank (Rusty) Starr III 425-743-9851 majfstarr@aol.com
Honorary Commander Brig. Gen. Frank Adams 425-868-6144 mg0adams@msn.com
Adjutant Major Tobey Gulley 360-354-3011 Gulley246@aol.com
Sergeant Major Sgt. William Lewis 360-435-8287 wcwadirtywater@hotmail.com
Aide de Camp Capt. Michael Borden 208-891-9407 mikedetailor@shocker33.net
Chief of Artillery Capt. Court Fraley 253-661-2116 kntkyguns@msn.com
Parson Capt. Hiram (Brian) Curnutt 425-316-8775 Brian_Curnutt@wycliffe.org
Civilian Comm. Leader Bonnie Starr and Linda Myers Linda email alfredwcwa@comcast.net
1st C.S. Engineers Capt. James Findley 253-475-1679 ssfindley@msn.com
1st Louisiana Inf. 1st Lt. Jean Paul Bordelon 253-891-0277 therefurbman@msn.com
4th Alabama Lt. Collen Potts 503-849-8783

1st Sgt. Kirstian Granish 360-789-8198 mobmh@yahoo.com
7th South Carolina Inf. Capt. Carnan Bergren 509-548-5431 topfruit@televar.com
7th Tennessee Inf. Capt.  Rick Montoya 509-924-4351 rebelyellrick@peoplepc.com

Chair Terry Mourning 509-536-4252 dixiefifer@yahoo.com
14th Virginia Cavalry 1st Lt. Bob Davisson 509-995-8619 bob@14thvirginiacavalry.org

Chair Ryan Roberts 509-230-6009 ryanroberts1971@yahoo.com
C.S. Signal Corp. Comm. Kevin Saville 360-352-3380 savillekr@comcast.net
15th Alabama Inf. Capt. David Imburgia 360-733-2663 dvimb1@aol.com
21st North Carolina Inf. 2nd Lt. Ken Harrison 208-278-5024 anzadams@msn.com
26th North Carolina Inf. 1st Lt. Paul Juracek 425-259-8190 sgtscruffycsa@yahoo.com
43rd Virginia Cav. 1st Sgt. Dave Surowiec 360-769-2094 dnasurowiec@juno.com
Cobb’s Battery 1st Lt. Court Fraley 253-661-2116 kntkyguns@msn.com
C.S. Medical Dept. Capt. Charlotte Martinelli 425-299-5072 martinel@u.washington.edu.net
C.S.S. Sumter/Marines 1st Lt. Roy Houston 360-691-4965 GrynpaRoy@aol.com
Polk’s Tennessee Battery Capt. Mike Childers 360-435-7311 polksbattery@hotmail.com
Stanford’s Mississippi Battry Capt. Tom Peloquin 360-659-4995 rebgunner@hotmail.com
Virginia Military Institute Capt. Brian Curnutt 425.316-8775 Brian_Curnutt@wycliffe.org

Federal Representatives (voting General Board consists of full strength company representatives)
Brigade Commander Lt. Col. Ted Sayler 360-456-4743 TSayler400@aol.com
Adjutant Capt. Allen Farrand 360-493-0978 afarrand2@comcast.net
Sergeant Major Sgt. Dave Nichols 360-754-6818 dnich20@comcast.net
Aide de Camp Sgt. Earl Simmonds 541-451-2880 lbsimm@comcast.net
Chief of Artillery Comm. Stevens Jones 360-629-6628 steven.jolene@verizon.net
Chief of Cavalry Major Marshall Geho 509-966-0867 alang@yvn.com
Chief of Infantry Major Norm Harriman 360-966-5132 norm@tstitches.com
Chaplain Capt. Dave Lambert 253-847-5331 cwchap@yahoo.com
Civilian Comm. Leader Cindy Stratton 541-974-3940 camaro69375@comcast.net
1st US Cavalry 1st Lt. Tim Shaw 425-455-5901 tpshaw@1stuscav.org
2nd US Sharpshooters Inf. Capt. Derrick Sturgill 503-452-1861 recruitingsargent@hotmail.com
3rd Michigan Inf. Capt. Jim Vaughn 509-747-0331 jbltbumblin@sisna.com

Pvt. Danette Allen 509-448-0924 Duckman79@comcast.net
4th US Infantry John Roten 425-635-8791

Sgt. John Strand 206-784-5141 Strandjr@hotmail.com
7th Wisconsin Infantry Capt. John Leyde 360-652-5397 Jleyde4228@aol.com
20th Maine Infantry Shane Colglazier cretetard@cs.com

Cpl. Bob Ballard 425-649-5821 Robardballard49@hotmail.com
28th Massachusetts Inf. Capt. Charles Bryant 253-874-1566 Cbryant999@aol.com
39th New York Capt. Randy Webb 425-652-0365 afk29@earthlink.net

Lt.  Pat Brennan, Chair
76th Pennsylvania Inf. Lt. Mark Simmons 425-377-0741
USS Tahoma Lt. Ernie Sherrill 360-568-0735 E-Sherrill@hotmail.com
U.S. Medical Dept. (west) Maj. Dave Lambert 253-847-5331 cwchap@yahoo.com
U.S. Medical Dept. (east) Maj. Mike Inman 509-328-2467 mjginman@aol.com
U.S.S. Tahoma Marines Capt. Andy Anderson 503-289-6204 Andyanderson6204@msn.com
U.S.S. Tahoma Marines Inf. Sgt. Howard Struve 360-874-8548 hstruve@nwinet.com
1st Michigan Light Artillery 2nd Lt. Gary Michie 509-233-8912 michiegr1@msn.com
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well-received by the public. Thanks again to all who 
showed up for this event. 
Armed Forces Parade-Bremerton- Thank you to 
the marines, navy, fife/drum corp and civilians who 
participated in the parade. It is the largest armed 
forces parade. There were 5000 to 7000 spectators at 
this parade. 1000 Pt. Gamble flyers were handed 
out. 
Upcoming Events 
Pt. Gamble-3000 flyers passed out. Banners/
billboards/Signs are up. Advertisements/Articles 
about this event are in the newspapers. Evening 
News may be covering this event. Parking for 
re-enactors is in a different area. There is a trail to 
town that is away from the highway. Any changes 
in location, schedule etc. we will hear about at the 
event. Registration table will be between camps on 
Friday. If later, registration will be at the battalion 
headquarters. There will be a preservation march 
again this year. Friday evening there will be a battle 
around 7:00 P.M. This is a favorite festival of the 
town. Thanks to the Club for making it possible 
for us to attend this event and take over the town. 
Edmonds-4th of July Parade- Rusty/Ernie will be 
coordinating this event. A firing demonstration is 
scheduled. 
Everett-4th of July Parade- Tim Shaw is the 
coordinator of this event. For more information 
contact Tim. 
Snohomish Event-July 19-20-Walk through for 
this event will be after today's mtg. Volunteers are 
needed for the gate. There will be a chicken 
barbeque before the dance Saturday night. 
Unit Reports 
4th US-Tom Allen-School Presentation-Bremerton. 
Rosehill MS-Carl  Hicks, Bernie Buglar, John 
Strand gave a school presentation for 30 
students-  Redmond-Focused on Life as soldier, 
tactics, and bugle calls. John Roten did a 
presentation over Memorial Weekend at Sunset Hills 
Memorial Park in Bellevue. It was a living history 
presentation. There was a firing demonstration and 
flyers for the Pt. Gamble and Snohomish events 
were given out. 
2nd US Sharpshooters- Had a great time at Spo-
kane. Some of their unit was 
at a Cascade Civil War event the weekend of the 
June mtg. 

Marines/Navy and 76th Penn.-School Presenta-
tion at Grace Academy- 200 kids. They had to set 
up everything in the gym including the cannon. It 
was a great time and well-received by the students. 
Students wanted the cannon fired so they used a 
percussion cap and fired. It was loved by the 
students and staff alike. It was a School Exhibition 
so the students were in period costumes from 
around the world. Kids were helpful and loved 
being at all the stations of the cannon. School 
Presentations by Marines/Navy etc. were also given 
at Mountlake Terrace MS and North Kitsap. 
20th Maine-School Presentation at Shelton School 
on May 30. They will be attending as Provost 
Guard, the 145th anniversary of Gettysburg. If 
interested in attending, please contact the 20th 
Maine. 
Polk's Battery-Designed and built a cannon out of 
PVC pipe for the VMI kids. It is owned by JJ and 
Noah Childers. It was enjoyed and shared with 
many different students and organizations. 
The VMI will be losing its commanders next 
year. 
26th NC-Rusty/Bonnie- Did 3 school 
presentations. They were at Mercer Island MS, a 
Seattle Elementary School and for a Home School 
organization. They were supposed to be an hour or 
2 but all three presentations turned into all day 
events. 
Scholarship Fund-A request for a scholarship 
from the WCWA was made for the first time this 
year. The club has no procedure in writing so a 
committee has been for med to rectify this situation. 
The committee is made up of Court, Corky, and 
Bonnie. Many suggestions, ideas etc were discussed 
at the meeting. More information will be forthcom-
ing on this topic. 

Adjournment-11:34 Next meeting will be held on 
July 12, at Snohomish GAR, Sandy Burwell, Sec.

Announcements:Issaquah Library-Living History-
Would like to reschedule WCWA inside event 
for August. They would like WCWA to help raise 
interest in 973 series in their library. Tom and Rusty 
will be getting more information on this event. Any 
questions can be directed to them or Mark Shields-
425-392-5430 or Mark Risden-425-392-6992.
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were she really in mourning, I doubt it would be for long.

On Saturday we had a "mail call" scenario in our camp. 
The Colonel and the Sergeant Major arrived with our 
mail, but first wanted to ask about reports that the men 
might have behaved "injudiciously" while visiting 
Richmond.

It seems some lying scoundrel of a tavern keeper alleges 
that the men of the 26th have bothered the young lady 
seamstresses that lived above the tavern. Naturally we 
denied any such improprieties, in light of the fact that we 
have never, ever been to a tavern called "Phillipes" at 
Number 9 Water Street in Richmond. The note alleging 
these lies was wrapped around a bottle of good 
Bordeaux, so the Colonel, in an effort to deliver a quid 
pro quo, announced he would investigate further.

The Colonel then distributed the mail. Curiously enough, 
many of the letters to the men were from young ladies 
living on Water Street. There were packages with small 
presents from home and loved ones, and some 
newspapers. (Corporal Lewis even received a twenty 
dollar note from a young lady who suggested she would 
rather "work" for Twitch than Phillipe.)

Sergeant Major Dirtywater rose in righteous fury at this 
tale of moral decay, until a letter for him from a young 
(oh, so very young!) lady was found and read.

At parade Sunday morning, we were presented with the 
Battalion Honor flag for our unfailing support of the 
WCWA. The Colonel specifically mentioned our steady 
attendance at small events and meetings, as well as at 
large events.

Shortly after the morning battle, the Provost Martial 
appeared in camp, accompanied by several young 
toughs wearing badges, and sided by several scared 
privates from other units. The Marshall read out an order 
from the Provost Marshal in Richmond declaring the 
premise at Number 9 Water Street to be off limits, and 
then posted the order at the end of the street.

Ironically, the Off Limits notice went up directly beneath 
the Honor flag!

That night we held our first "pie social" in camp. Things 
went well at first. We had pie, and that's always a good 
start. Then it went sideways.

During the day, the Corporals performed admirably in 
scouting enemy troop movements. Corporal Lewis even 
advanced to contact on one occasion, inviting the young 

SPOKANE AFTER ACTION REPORT

Spokane was wonderful. That was easy.

The weather was good, the company was good, the 
battles were good. Best of all, it was the first big event of 
the year, and I hope it holds promise for all the rest of the 
events.

So now for the details. Our attendance was light this 
year, perhaps as a result of the price of gas. We had 
Colonel Starr and Sergeant Major Lewis detached to 
Battalion, along with Private and Lieutenant Saville to the 
Signal Corps.

Present on the line were; Lieutenant Pike, Sergeants 
Angell and Alred, Corporals Lewis and Russo, and 
Privates Guy Miller, Al Marshall and Steve Breland. We 
were joined by a new color-bearer, Bobbi Breland, who 
with luck will be carrying a musket soon.

A special note. Ear plugs are now mandatory on the field. 
Not because of the rattle of musketry or the roar of the 
guns, but because of Bobbi's ear-splitting screams when 
taking a hit. It was described as sounding like a gigantic 
rabbit being beaten to death with a stick. Really quite 
Impressive.

The battles were early war, so on Saturday we did the 
morning and afternoon of First Manassas. Sunday was 
Shiloh, with the morning battle representing the Hornet's 
Nest. The Yanks died gloriously and in heaps, sur-
rounded on three sides by well-coordinated killing 
machines. Monday's battle was an unscripted "tactical".

Our "battle shirts" arrived, so we looked sharp, and 
stayed cool on the field.

In between the battles, we got to play with Battalion's 
ideas for "anything goes" action. Pickets were in place, 
spies wandered around, there were small exchanges of 
fire between the lines all the way up to an early morning 
assault. And Yankees discovered that just because they 
had a "camera" while they wandered past the pickets 
didn't mean they couldn't be captured. Still some 
tweaking to be done, but lots more fun than sitting 
around, and lots more for the paying customers to watch.

Our civilians also put on a good show. Linda Myers-
Marshall and Lisa Bowman set up the seamstress tent, 
along with Bobbi and Maddy. More about seamstresses 
later. The Provost Marshall appeared around camp in a 
quixotic search for event cards. Miss Bettie appeared 
wearing a set of widow's weeds, looking so fetching that 

Spokane After Action Report
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lady to join us. Much to our surprise, she did, along with 
her SIX sisters and their father. That's when we 
discovered we had no pie plates – or forks. A desperate 
scramble for plates and utensils ensued. (These were 
cute girls.)

Then I decided to be hospitable to Dad, and perhaps 
distract him from the blatant seduction occurring 
beneath his nose. I mentioned that we had several bot-
tles of fruit juice available, and that some might have 
accidentally undergone spontaneous fermentation. In 
return I received a short, sharp lecture on the virtue of 
Temperance, and the need to avoid the evils of alcohol. 
(This might explain the six daughters. What else can you 
do if there's never a drop to drink in the house?)

Just as I was withdrawing the bloody stump holding the 
whisky, our very own "seamstresses" arrived wearing 
the very latest in fashionable attire for walking about the 
streets of town.

Oh, it was glorious! Corsets, petticoats and pinafores 
there before the Colonel, the Temperance man, and 
best of all, Miss Bettie! Unfortunately, no one had cued 
her to the joke, and the look on her face as she saw the 
ever correct Miss Linda in a near state of undress was 
priceless!

The Berdans arrived next, and things went downhilll 
from there. Temperance man, drunken Froggie 
sharpshooters, "seamstresses", the six cute girls, the 
Colonel and even some of the 7th South Carolina – it's 
starting to sound like a Christmas carol. There were 
even reports of a garden gnome living in our camp.

After the battle on Monday, we packed up and moved 
out in good order.

If anyone would like to continue the mailcall scenario 
(letters to home, or to other troops) please get in touch 
with me. I have period stamps for your letters, and will 
arrange delivery and distribution.

Spokane was a lot of fun - what can we come up with? 
Did anybody get phone numbers from the girls at the pie 
social?
  
I remain, as ever, your obedient servant

Nathan Alred
1st Sergeant - Company "G"
26th Regiment North Carolina Troops.

Get your Photograph taken on the 

back of a Cavalry Horse!!If you’ve ever 

dreamed of putting on a Uniform and being in 

the Cavalry… Now is your chance.                Di-

rectly following each Battle, the 1st US Cav-

alry   will:

1-    Outfit you with a Kepi, Uniform Jacket, 

and all battle accessories

2-    Place you on the back of our most trusted 

mount

3-    Take up to 4 digital Photo’s of your 

children or any adult that wants to be a Cavalry 

Trooper for a day!!

DONATION: $ 5.00PER PERSON

Our own Trooper Bright will play the part of 

Matthew Brady famous Civil War Photogra-

pher.  He will email all photo’s taken, within 2 

days of the events closure.

Please visit the Camp of the 1st US Cavalry 

for this once in a lifetime opportunity!!!
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ITEMS FOR SALE
All items are sutler row quality unless 

specified. All prices negotiable . Price reduction 
with purchase of two or more items. Shipping 

included.
One pair suspenders, very lightly used with only 

some dirt stains. $10
Two small tin cups, good condition. $5 each, or 

$8 for both.
One small gray Confederate forage cap, like new 

except for pliable bill. $15
One medium brown slouch hat, good condi-

tion. $25
One small brown hat blank,
FREE with hat purchase.   

One canvas haversa ck, used condition. Strap 
has been shortened, but can be restitched. $10
One small hand-finished quilt with wool felt 

backing, never used. $30
One pair light brown jean wool trousers, waist 
30/32, bottoms unhemmed, so hem yourself or 
roll up bottoms. Excellent step up from sutler 

row clothing, new condition. $60
Contact: pvt_isaac@hotmail.com

or (509) 465-2123.
Aaron Gardner

Two small dresses available for anyone reenacting 
with their daughters.  I received these dresses    
under the agreement that when my daughters grew 
out of them that I would give them to another WCWA 
family that is involved in our hobby. They should fit 
a very slender girl about 5-8 years old. I will have 
them at Ferndale and the Lewis and Clark 
event. Contact Bruce Frazier at the 4th U.S. camp.

FOR SALE:

Le Mat .44-cal. 9-shot revolver with 20-gauge 
shotgun barrel.

Army Model. Navy Arms Co. Like brand-new, 
only fired about 50 times. Have custom-made 
holster also. Beautiful! $550.00

Colt 1851 Navy .36-cal. made by Connecticut 
Valley Arms Co.  Good used condition. Unblued, 
brass frame. Comes with holster,  $125.00.              
CONTACT: 

Rick Montoya, (509) 924-4351 
Or rebelyellrick@peoplepc.com.


